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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase "tartar 
sauce and barbeque sauce" should read "tartar sauce or barbeque sauce". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

2. Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase 
"predetermined pressure and." should read "predetermined pressure.". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

3. Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase "is 
accessible rom outside" should read "is accessible from outside". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 25 recites the limitation "a bracket". There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. 

6. Claim 26 recites the limitation "the brackets". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-5, 19, 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by US 2,600,553 (Lord). 

9. Claim 1, Lord discloses: 

A condiment dispenser comprising: a holder having walls which together define an 
interior of the holder, one of the walls of the holder being provided with a through 
opening; (Figure 1-3, elements 10, 19) a condiment container having an interior 
containing a quantity of an edible food condiment, the condiment container being 
provided with a dispensing nozzle through which the condiment in the condiment 
container is dispensed from the condiment container, the condiment Container being 
adapted to be positioned in the interior of the holder with the dispensing nozzle 
accessible from outside the holder so that the condiment can be dispensed from the 
condiment container; (Figures 1 -3, elements 10-11, 20) a shaft on which the condiment 
container is adapted to be wound to apply pressure to the condiment in the condiment 
container to dispense the condiment through the dispensing nozzle. (Figures 1-3, 
elements 22-25, col. 1, lines 30-45, col. 2, 10-40). 



Application/Control Number: 10/541,201 
Art Unit: 4156 



Page 4 




Application/Control Number: 10/541,201 
Art Unit: 4156 



Page 5 



•°* Il< " v "i"*- *««r ' Si jetqi ^ed> «j nt, ^ * 

' '- tA =" - i'f -"^-r zhS tMs ,o,».- Using : niffie* 
®* sM*** faster A tut»'-is ; a4&^es^tttdl9st. 
see y&rts» snd t:ie neip^ fa aw****?- 

t> vita a jrvrs^iU fccara-k". M Iiavizv eh a^i^l" 
en ^ Tfsr.iiy 23 R-r-js ts r««!ve Cw^rs^ti. w das* 

fee _ S^stare 2:.. This formation *$ esEssMsadm^ 
tts thLn^fllied, rasHi&nt prongs, easfe- 'of •' *M4tf;es- 



» <a ^rriye^ & . «B3Bgase« .cyfcrajfc-.: body 
t-er uimtnte ttw oanstnwtton tbmof ; s » & t^m^wovm^ s5et W&&m6ix&trtwim- *ntf- 

K ^, S raas-Bofioa on fes ^< J^* adjacent ths oppe.^ cf tbe 

™ w «, of KsiIKI l; [m& D0>5y A ♦r.uKfc-fcr.Qb H is provided on on* ««d 

bidder idurtmied in flgu» 1. } 33 naJJy ficrew-thmdefi at its moodta end Sfr 

tube mhqbIsm an Anwtait, nMutwiur reoep- t " scsevf-threR-dwl <jap SS which is Xi'^rlrTX 
tacit. 10 of a aw snd .ah sp , to loosely rswi™ be i^rna! siza toVb^"u^~%^?£ t JE' 
tassjftln a eon e nHt,r coSta.pai fc x L e H This e w^, ix,^!:! 5«f«<I<* a thumb- 

ataKj, two dcnqtitted rs u« provid^ rt t, iS enpgefi witii th« tubs by threft41n,? the cap ti 

^flc^.tette opposite ^ r^i, rttha^Sto- r °T Lh ! ™-aa»ae4 wfl of t&ft roller. 

^rrecepSacIe wlthe^ sMa^sHng^^. 40 ^ * **>m * In thfi Holder, V* 

toaHy of tto corr^ndtaff side wfl Sat 3» . g^ c^prc^Nj cc th* Sofca fa »b«w«1 and 

Claim 2, the recitation of a specific food condiment fails to further define the 
structure of the condiment dispenser. The container of Lord is capable of being filled 
with condiments such as ketchup, mustard.... sauce. 

Claim 3, Lord discloses: 
The condiment dispenser according to Claim 1, wherein the condiment container is a 
flexible condiment containing bag positioned in the interior of the holder with an upper 
portion of the condiment containing bag wound around the shaft. (Figures 1-3, 
elements 11, 22-23, 26, col. 2, lines 30-40). 

Claim 4, Lord discloses: 
The condiment dispenser according to Claim 3, wherein an end portion of the shaft 



extends through a slot in one of the walls of the holder; and including a handle 
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connected to the end portion of the shaft to rotate the shaft and wind the condiment 
containing bag around the shaft. (Figures 1-3, elements 12, 22, 24, col. 1, lines 40-45, 
col. 2, lines 20-35). 

Claim 5, Lord discloses: 
The condiment dispenser according to Claim 1, wherein the holder has angled lower 
side walls. (Figures 1-3, elements 19-20, col. 2, lines 10-20). 

Claim 19, Lord discloses: 
A condiment dispenser for dispensing condiment from a condiment containing bag 
through a dispensing nozzle provided on the condiment containing bag, the condiment 
dispenser comprising: a holder having a plurality of upright walls surrounding an 
enclosed space in the holder which is adapted to receive the condiment containing bag 
so that the dispensing nozzle of the condiment containing bag is accessible from 
outside the holder; (Figure 1-3, elements 10, 19) a shaft rotatably mounted at the holder 
and on which the condiment containing bag is adapted to be wound to apply pressure to 
the condiment in the condiment containing bag and thereby dispense the condiment in 
the condiment containing bag through the dispensing nozzle; (Figures 1-3, elements 10- 
1 1 , 20) and a handle connected to the shaft to rotate the shaft so- as to wind .the 
condiment containing bag on the shaft and apply pressure to the condiment in the 
condiment containing bag causing the condiment to be dispensed from the dispensing 
nozzle. (Figures 1-3, elements 22-25, col. 1, lines 30-45, col. 2, 10-40). 

Claim 22, Lord discloses: 
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The condiment dispenser according to Claim 19, wherein the handle is connected to an 
end portion of the shaft which extends through a slot in one of the walls of the holder. 
(Figures 1-3, element 24, col. 2, lines 20-40). 

Claim 23, Lord discloses: 
The condiment dispenser according to Claim 19, wherein the holder has angled lower 
side walls. (Figures 1-3, elements 19-20, col. 2, lines 10-20). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 2, 12-13, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lord and in further view of US 4,269,330 (Johnson). 

12. Claim 2, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 2 except that the edible food in 
the condiment container is either ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, tartar sauce and 
barbeque sauce. Johnson teaches this missing element. (Figure 8, col. 1, lines 1-25). 
Johnson teaches a container that dispenses "proprietary sauces developed by certain 
fast food restaurants", which include either ketchup, mustard, or tartar sauce at a 
minimum. A person of ordinary skill in the art would find it obvious to adapt Lord with 
Johnson because both are related to cream and paste dispensers. A person of ordinary 
skill in the art would be motivated to adapt Lord with Johnson because Johnson shows 
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that the container of Lord could hold food sauces, which adds to the versatility in 

application of the Lord device. 

Johnson: 
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Claim 12, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 12 except that the spout of 



claim 10 has a valve that prevents condiment from being dispensed unless a certain 
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predetermined pressure is created in the condiment container. Johnson teaches this 
missing element. (Figures 1-2, and 5, elements 44, 46, 48, col. 4, lines 60-70, col. 5, 
lines 1-5, col. 6, lines 5-25). Johnson teaches a valve that will not release any 
condiment unless a certain threshold pressure is reached in the condiment container. A 
person of ordinary skill in the art would find it obvious to adapt Lord with Johnson 
because both are related to cream and paste dispensers. A person of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to adapt Lord with Johnson because Johnson shows that the 
container of Lord can be modified to prevent dispensation unless a certain pressure is 
reached, which will lead to a reduction in unintended dispensations. 
Johnson: 
FIG. I 



Application/Control Number: 10/541,201 
Art Unit: 4156 



Page 10 



Sisdare iiltiitrated in theasseompanyiag drawings which 
show strscajre embodying preferred featar« of ihe (S. 
present invention and the principles thereof, and wlut Is 
HOW CQfiiideisd to be the best mods ia which to apply 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 6$ 
FIG. I is a side view,, partly ia. seetksss, showing & 

■cartridge assembly aasodyiag sty invention with the 

Eiovable plug poft-.oa stattd tJieresa; 



no* ap to 400' pound* Of aifire fxer square ash, which 

J override* the realftura of t5ie bead 28 to displacement 
• of tlie plug 22 and flste-rts ifas desired pressure on the 
coatstits of the- car trMgs, 

After the sartridge has Sisen inserted in the ho&ar S3, 
the «el 50 h removed, and when «suoe i» to fee ex- 

10 SradMt tits trigger 60 is *pesred to casse the ebRgatsd 
satchel aa to advaac*. the phsage-f 14 and thereby to 
p*e*Hire bpob tfee plug 22 with which it is en- 
gaged, so ti to propel said plug 21 toward the diapefc*- 
iitg end of the cartridge, As pressure is increased oa the 

it cootauti of the oztridge, thai pressure sb axeiied oa the 
disa *S ( easting fist triaagijkr segments 48 to yield 
outwardly, allowing .product coata-irsed in the- cartridge 
to be Mtfiadcd—theaaMuM exfeudecl being determined 
by the soouat of pressnfe exerted on the plug 22 by she 

» P«wn operating the holder 52, With a tittle practice, 
tbe holder S2 cm fee operated to extrude- successive 
(psststses of. product that are substantially identical, 
vduH»ttSca%. Wfcerc the pkg 22 is pressed firmly 
against the «h-oui der portion 38. the S*si remaining prod* 

3f act is squeezed toward the orifice 44 For exterasjoa. 
The cylindrical Ssage % ots tfee under »id» of the 



Claim 13, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 13 except that the valve of 



claim 12 is a plastic member with intersecting slits forming flaps in the plastic 



membrane. Johnson teaches this missing element. (Figures 1-2, and 5, elements 44, 



46, 48, col. 4, lines 60-70, col. 5, lines 1-5, col. 6, lines 5-25). Johnson teaches a valve 



with a plastic member with intersecting slits. A person of ordinary skill in the art would 



find it obvious to adapt Lord with Johnson because both are related to cream and paste 



dispensers. A person of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to adapt Lord with 



Johnson because Johnson teaches a reliable way to selectively dispense a product 



using plastic that reduces the chance of contamination and simultaneously provides an 



ability to dispense without the need of extra parts. 
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Claim 15, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 15 except that the spout of 
claim 12 has a peelable seal to cover the valve prior to use. Johnson teaches this 
missing element. (Figures 9-1 1 , elements 50, col. 5, lines 30-45). Johnson teaches a 
valve with a peelable seal. A person of ordinary skill in the art would find it obvious to 
adapt Lord with Johnson because both are related to cream and paste dispensers. A 
person of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to adapt Lord with Johnson 
because Johnson shows a way to prevent contamination into the condiment container 
during storage prior to use. 



Johnson: 
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13. Claims 6, 10-11, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lord and in further view of US 6,126,129 (Herron). 

14. Claim 6, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 6 except that the dispensing 
nozzle of claim 1 if accessible from the outside by being positioned on a vertical slot on a 
wall of the condiment container holder. Herron teaches this missing element. (Figure 6, 
elements 60, 220, 230, col. 5, lines 55-70). A person of ordinary skill in the art would 
find it obvious to adapt Lord with Herron because both are related to fluid dispensing 
devices, and both devices face the same issue of accessibility to the user, a concern 
that is always a design consideration in any fluid dispensing device. A person of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to adapt Lord with Herron because Herron 
teaches a way to make the dispensing nozzle more accessible by adding a vertical slot 
in the front of the condiment container holder and orienting the dispensing nozzle to that 
slot, which only adds t the ease of use and maintenance for the device. 
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Claim 10, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 10 except that the condiment 
dispenser according to claim 1 , wherein the dispensing nozzle comprises a flange fixed 
to the condiment container and a spout extending from the flange, the spout 
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communicating with the interior of the condiment container. Herron teaches this 
missing element. (Figure 6, elements 60, 220, 230, col. 5, lines 55-70). A person of 
ordinary skill in the art would find it obvious to adapt Lord with Herron because both are 
related to fluid dispensing devices, and both devices face the same issue of 
accessibility to the user, a concern that is always a design consideration in any fluid 
dispensing device. A person of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to adapt Lord 
with Herron because Herron teaches a way to make the dispensing nozzle even more 
accessible by adding an extended spout, which only adds to the ease of use and 
maintenance for the device. 

Claim 1 1 , Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 1 1 except that the condiment 
dispenser according to claim 10, wherein the dispensing nozzle is made of plastic. 
Herron teaches this missing element. (Figure 6, elements 60, 220, 230, col. 5, lines 55- 
70). A person of ordinary skill in the art would find it obvious to adapt Lord with Herron 
because both are related to fluid dispensing devices, and both devices face the same 
issue of accessibility to the user and ease of use, a concern that is always a design 
consideration in any fluid dispensing device. A person of ordinary skill in the art would 
be motivated to adapt Lord with Herron because Herron teaches that a plastic 
dispensing nozzle could offer a variety of strengths and flexibilities as diverse as the 
various plastics, from very rigid to very pliable nozzles, which only adds to the ease of 
use and maintenance for the device. 

Claim 24, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 24 except that the vertical slot 
is part of the holder that is designed to receive the dispensing nozzle of claim 1 9. 
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Herron teaches this missing element. (Figure 6, elements 60, 220, 230, col. 5, lines 55- 
70). A person of ordinary skill in the art would find it obvious to adapt Lord with Herron 
because both are related to fluid dispensing devices, and both devices face the same 
issue of accessibility to the user and ease of use, a concern that is always a design 
consideration in any fluid dispensing device. A person of ordinary skill in the art would 
be motivated to adapt Lord with Herron because Herron teaches that a plastic 
dispensing nozzle could offer a variety of strengths and flexibilities as diverse as the 
various plastics, from very rigid to very pliable nozzles, which only adds to the ease of 
use and maintenance for the device. 

15. Claims 7 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lord and in further view of US 4,220,260 (Webster). 

16. Claim 7, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 7 except that the shaft of claim 
1 is supported by brackets that are slidably supported in slots in the holder. Webster 
teaches this missing element. (Figures 1-2, elements 2-3, 10, col. 1 lines 55-70, col. 2, 
lines 1 -1 5). A person of ordinary skill in the art would find it obvious to adapt Lord with 
Webster because both are related to paste and fluid dispensers. A person of ordinary 
skill in the art would be motivated to adapt Lord with Webster because Webster teaches 
that a way to create a reliable way to simultaneously provide enough rigidity to create 
tension and pressure in the condiment container, and yet adjust the position of the shaft 
as the condiment container empties. 
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Webster: 
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key shaft 3; at & times during the dfepsastag of & prod- 
5 act from a tisNi. Th» shaft key 3, provide* aa eioogaied 
groove Iff) tc receive the butt end of a cravestkmsl 
ctiltpstbte KbcTi?; as.sisgwB.in FIO, 5, The left Knob is 

: removed fox the shaft 3, to lecefve the butt, eitd of a 
twee, and replaced to its respective positron to be used as 
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i threaded meek of & cetkgnMe tabe as shown is FIG. 3. 
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flexible pressed opening 5, is the bottom unit so that 
the eod of the: prongs engage in the thread* or the s*ck 

. 1:5 of the tabe. "Hie ends of the prongs st the opeaiag 5, are 



Claim 25, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 25 except that the shaft of 
claim 19 is rotatably supported by a bracket that is slidably mounted on one of the walls 
of the holder. Webster teaches this missing element. (Figures 1-2, elements 2-3, 10, 
col. 1 lines 55-70, col. 2, lines 1-15). A person of ordinary skill in the art would find it 
obvious to adapt Lord with Webster because both are related to paste and fluid 
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dispensers. A person of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to adapt Lord with 
Webster because Webster teaches that a way to create a reliable way to simultaneously 
provide enough rigidity to create tension and pressure in the condiment container, and 
yet adjust the position of the shaft as the condiment container empties. 

17. Claims 8-9, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lord and in further view of US 6,591 ,874 (Credle, Jr.). 

18. Claim 8, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 8 except that the condiment 
container is a flexible plastic bag sealed along its perimeter, the dispensing nozzle 
positioned in one of the corners of the bag. Credle teaches this missing element. 
(Figure 1, element 180, 190, 200, col. 3, lines 25-55). A person of ordinary skill in the 
art would find it obvious to adapt Lord with Credle because both are related to fluid 
dispenser containers. A person of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
combine these references because Credle shows a way to locate the dispensing nozzle 
in a variety of locations, which could potentially ease the installation and removal of any 
condiment containers that would be used in Lord's device. 

Credle: 
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Claim 9, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 9 except that the condiment 
container is a flexible plastic bag having angled seals and a bottom seal, the dispensing 
nozzle positioned between two angled seals and the bottom seal. Credle teaches this 
missing element. (Figure 1, 3, element 180, 190, 200, col. 4, lines 25-40). A person of 
ordinary skill in the art would find it obvious to adapt Lord with Credle because both are 
related to fluid dispenser containers. A person of ordinary skill in the art would be 
motivated to combine these references because Credle shows a way to locate the 
dispensing nozzle in a variety of locations, which could potentially ease the installation 
and removal of any condiment containers that would be used in Lord's device. 
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Claim 18, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 18 except that the condiment 
container is a flexible plastic bag containing at least one gallon of edible food 
condiment. Credle teaches this missing element, as it is a matter of obvious design 
choice. (Figure 1, 3, element 180, 190, 200, col. 1, lines 20-35). A person of ordinary 
skill in the art would find it obvious to adapt Lord with Credle because both are related 
to fluid dispenser containers. A person of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
combine these references because Credle shows a way that one gallon or more 
containers are compatible with Lord, which only adds to the flexibility of use of the Lord 
device. Credle discloses that "bag in a box" devices like its own device have been used 
widely in the industry, and that typically the pouches carry 5 gallons of beverage or 
syrup. Credle does not disclose expressly that the device can accommodate at least 
one gallon of edible food condiment. At the time the invention was made, it would have 
been an obvious matter of design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
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substitute one gallon of edible food condiment for the five gallons of beverage syrup 



because Applicant has not disclosed that the condiment holder provides an advantage, 



is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the 



art, furthermore, would have expected Applicant's invention to perform equally well with 



beverage syrup in the container as edible food condiment because both would fit into 



the pouch just as easily. Therefore, it would have been an obvious matter of design 



choice to modify Lord and Credle to obtain the invention as specified in claim 18. 
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19. Claims 16, 20-21 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 



unpatentable over Lord as modified in claims 1, 20, and 25 respectively and in further 



view of US 6,792,830 (DeKeuster et. al.). 



20. Claim 1 6, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 1 6 except that a ratchet is 



affixed to the shaft with a pawl positioned to engage the ratchet and only permit rotation 



in one direction. DeKeuster teaches this missing element. (Figures 1-3, elements 22, 



36, 44, col. 1 lines 35-55, col. 3, lines 10-55). It would be obvious to a person of 



ordinary skill in the art to adapt Lord with DeKeuster because both devices control 



dispensation and movement in small increments. A person of ordinary skill in the art 
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would be motivated to combine these references because DeKeuster provides a reliable 
and effective to way to incrementally dispense a container, which is a common problem 
with all dispensers where the consistency of the amount dispensed and the quick 
availability of further dispensation is a priority, two concerns that all dispenser designers 
need to take into consideration. 
DeKeuster: 
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Claim 20, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 20 except that the device of 



claim 19 has a means for fixing the rotational position of the shaft after the shaft has 



been rotated to dispense condiment from the nozzle. DeKeuster teaches these missing 



elements. (Figures 1-3, elements 22, 36, 44, col. 1 lines 35-55, col. 3, lines 10-55). It 



would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to adapt Lord with DeKeuster 



because both devices control dispensation and movement in small increments. A 



person of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to combine these references 



because DeKuester provides a reliable and effective way to incrementally dispense a 



container, which is a common problem with all dispensers where the consistency of the 



amount dispensed and the quick availability of further dispensation is a priority, two 



concerns that all dispenser designers need to take into consideration. 



Claim 21 , Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 21 except that a ratchet is 



fixed to the shaft of claim 20 and a pawl is engaged with the ratchet to only allow 



movement in one direction. DeKeuster teaches these missing elements. (Figures 1-3, 



elements 22, 36, 44, col. 1 lines 35-55, col. 3, lines 10-55). It would be obvious to a 
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person of ordinary skill in the art to adapt Lord with DeKeuster because both devices 
control dispensation and movement in small increments. A person of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to combine these references because DeKeuster provides a 
reliable and effective way to control the movement required for the dispensation with the 
assistance of a ratchet and pawl, incrementally dispensing the container, which is a 
common problem with all dispensers where the consistency of the amount dispensed 
and the quick availability of further dispensation is a priority, two concerns that all 
dispenser designers need to take into consideration. 

Claim 26, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 26 except that ratchet and 
pawl of claim 25 has the pawl mounted on the brackets. DeKeuster teaches this 
missing element. (Figures 1-3, elements 22, 36, 44, col. 1 lines 35-55, col. 3, lines 10- 
55). A person of ordinary skill in the art would find it obvious to mount the pawl on the 
brackets as this is a matter of obvious design choice. DeKeuster discloses a pawl and 
ratchet system, but it does not disclose expressly that the pawl should be mounted on a 
given bracket. At the time of the invention was made, it would have been an obvious 
matter of design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to mount the pawl on the 
bracket, because Applicant has not disclosed that mounting the pawl on the bracket 
provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. 
One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Applicant's invention 
to perform equally well with the pawl mounted in another location, as long as it 
interacted effectively with the ratchet mechanism, because the result would be the 
same: a control over the one way direction of actuation. Therefore, it would have been 
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obvious matter of design choice to modify the pawl of claim 25 to obtain the invention as 
specified in claim 26. 

22. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lord in 
view of DeKeuster and in further view of Webster. 

23. Claim 1 7, Lord teaches all of the elements of claim 1 7 except that the end 
portions of the shaft in claim 16 are supported in respective brackets which can slide in 
their slots in the condiment container holder, with the pawl attached to one of the 
brackets. Webster teaches these missing elements. (Figures 1-2, elements 2-3, 10, 
col. 1, lines 55-70, and col. 2, lines 1-15). Webster teaches a set of brackets in 
respective supported slots that can slide along the slot. DeKeuster, as elaborated upon 
in claim 16, teaches a pawl that could be attached to the bracket. It would be obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to adapt Lord and DeKeuster with Webster because 
all of the devices either control dispensation by small incremental movements, or are 
devices that function by creating small incremental movements. A person of ordinary 
skill in the art would be motivated to combine these references because Webster 
provides a reliable and effective way to control the movement required for the 
dispensation with the assistance of a pawl, two brackets and two vertical slots, 
incrementally dispensing the container, which is a common problem with all dispensers 
where the consistency of the amount dispensed and the quick availability of further 
dispensation is a priority, two concerns that all dispenser designers need to take into 
consideration. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/541 ,201 Page 25 

Art Unit: 4156 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANDREW P. BAINBRIDGE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3767. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 8:30 to 
5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Isabella can be reached on 571-272-4749. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 4156 
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